1 b Hay 24, 1984
4} ™: M) voting Participmts
¥SC (83-84)

FROM: Volunteor Region of Harcotics Aagaymous
P.0. Box I50314 -
Yashville, Ternesses 372I5-0314

Fellav menders;

The Volunteer Region, a8 a voting region in the World 3arvice
Conference 1984, stands in favor of the I.P., An Approach to the
Tourth 3tep Inveantory. We also feel this I.P, should contisus to
be availabie to wembers within NA, until proper procedures can be
sdnered to, and at such time as a true group conscience of the
Pollowship can be obtained, again. .

Our group consciesnce is not based on the rigniness or the
wrongneas of this I,P,, it is based eantirely oan the improper re~
=zoval by ¥SO and the validity of the sudstibute motion whica re-
moved it from circulation. Our Region believes in tha faith,
truat, and sutwority of a trus Group Coascisnce, If the Fellowship
feels 2 nesd to review and rovise every previously approved lit-
erature, so be it. But for the WSO to remove this pamphlet we feel
is a direct violation of Group Conscionce, The Volunteer Region
also Ieals this precedent cannot be tolsrated in a spiritual
Pellowship, such a3 Narcotics Anonymous. Our recent inquiry to
#S0 atatod that this pamphlet is removed from circulation. (Eaclosed
letter from WSD).

We brought with us a group consciencs at WSC (83) to approva
this I.P., aad it vas approved by a mzajority of the regions present.
¥Wo think the Pellowship hnx spoken in regards: to this I.P. Although
wany wembers dislike this I,P. the removnl of it has: raised many
%ueat‘lons in our region. .

) Did the wotion presented by the WSC Lit. Chair (pg. I4, grelim‘.n-
ary draft.WSC minutes 83-84) set a procedure to be followed by the
WSC 83-847 This motion read:
MOTION: (WSC Lit, Chair) seconded(RSR Mid-Atlantic), "that all

terature subnitted to this conforence for approval reguire z 2/3
wajority vove of participanta” AMENDMENT: (RSH Florida) seconded
(WSC Policy Chair), "that it take a 2/3 majority vote at WSC to with.
drav current NA literaturo from the category of approved literatura.’
Fotion with anendment carried.

As: we rqviewed this motion another question was rniged: {s i%
correct to say that an smendment 18 to bds included into the language
of the main motion? V¥ith the passsge of this admsnded moifon, ws
eatablished iroaadurea which this conference would abide by. Yow
having established proosdurea by vhich to both approve and vithdraw
any and nll literaturs brought to the floor, we move to our other
6int in guestion. The substitue motion (pg. 33, prelisinary draft
WS¢ oinutes 83-84) mosioned bg the(¥SC Lit, Chair), seconded (¥33
Trugtee), "that the 4th Step Guide be evaluated by the Literature
Review Committee and input sent to the World Lit. Comnittee and a
revised draft should then oroceed through the review and approval
procesas as outlined in the procedurzl guidelines for the creation
and development of new literature, The 4th S‘te? Guide bo reaoved
from circulation while the process is ocouring."

YOTE Yoa 25 ¥o 10 Abstentions 9’

The substitute motion carried. .

2) Again we question the wvalidity of this motion, Ve feel it

failed, the reason being that procedure was set on pg. I4 pertaining
to the np’t;roval and withdravl of any NA liferature, stating that
aither action (approve or withdraw) requires a 2/3 majority of voting
porticipants. In conclusion, the subatitute motion recoving the 4th
Step Guide failed. In procedures already established it would take

a 2/3 wmajority of voting participants to remove it.and 25 votes of
yes does nof constitute 2/3 majority. We bellieve removal Irom
circulstion of thia I.P, by the #SO was both premature and without
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-M‘t‘ Guide ia W30 circulation. Our region also visees or
::2 iz:r:czgon of the WSC micutes to read that the substitate =otion
{pg. 33, prelinminary draft W3C alnutasiajet)zulod, lacking the

ity of voting participants.
"q“mszfyfmﬂlér pany years been through the devalo_umant_'
process for new literature and has beer reviewed by an irformed "
Sellowship. The removal of this 1.?P. is an injustice to 2 Worldwide
Teliowship dedicated in the pursuit of Group I:onasiznce.° Our
conecience is clear, and we feel tha coascience of the .enoyship
is clear. We pray this comaunication =411 clear up the confusion
brought about by the removal of tkis I.P., both in the correction
of the WSC minutes and the respect of an already obtained group
£ Our Pellowship. .

°°""§§T°:h': Volunteer Regign, are dedicated and continue to-be
in loving service to a Pellowsnip ve owe aur very lives.

RSR: Rick Woody
A Grayland Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37923 Volunteer Region of

Warcotics Anonymous
RSR, Alt.: Hollio Arnold

3221 Elo Hill Pike
Nashville, TN 37214

PITTSBURGH AREA SERVICE COMMITTEE
OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

P.0.BOX 802 . PITYSBURGH, PA 15230-0802

U IVERSAL PROGHAM

To the Fellowship:

The Pittaburgh Area would like o express their concern about the procetdures uged to
wvithdraw the 4th Step Guide from the market of approved N.A. literature. We delieve
that it ahould have been sent out to the N.A. Fallowship for approval or disapproval
before such a decision was made. The 4th Step Guide wns approved by a group comscionce
of tho N.A. Fellowship at WSC'83 and we believe that it ahould be 80ld by WSO until
such time as a loving God as expressed in our group conscience disapproved it or ap-
proved of a nav one. Pleass consicdor the implications of this dociasion and the effect
that it has had oa our recovery.

While reading the minutes from VSC'84 we found that thereo ia two differeat procedures
for voting at the Yorld Service Conference and that the Chair could use either proco-
dure at bis own vhim. Wo do not feel that this iz very spiritual.

At VS0'84 a two-thirds majoriyy was needed to recove the 4th Step Guide from tie mare
kst, The vote vas Yea A5 No 10 Abstantions 9. On page 4 of WSG'84 minutes a eotion was
passed '"to acoept the proposed standing rules WSC which dafines tvo~thirde zajority of
all participating voting members." The proposed atanding rules state that in soze caseo
where a tvo-thirds majority is seeded a two-thirds of all membera eligidle to vote ies
needed and in other cases mombers thal abstain are not counted as voting meobers and it
ia up to the Chair to decide which procedure to use. This has proved to be very coanfua-
ng to ua.

In the Pittsburgh Area vhen a vote ngads a two-thirda majority it sust be a tvwo-thirde
majority of all GSRs present, even those that abatain, We feel that this procedurs skould
be adopted by the World Service Conference because we do not feel that a true two-thirde
majority was reached to remove the Uth Step Guide from the markec.

Regardless of vhat han happened and what p dure was ueed we focl that there should
only be ons eet procedure used and that it should be sent out to the Fellowghip o be
voted on an ths firat itea of business at WSC'85. This would reliove such confusion and
repontmont in ths future.

Our last concern doals with the price of our Basic Text. It is our opinion that the

- price should be reduced to 3 dollars immediately. If cach area complies with tho WSCt84
request that each area hold a fundraiser for the banofit of WSC there chould be suffi-
olent funds o oporate cach ysare Also, vith the growth of areas and rogions the fund
flow between the member and our World Services should improve dramatically.

Vith a decrease in the price of our Basic Text it will become more available to addicto
who cannot afford thes and it will help our Hospitals and Inntitutions coamittces %o
supply thea to addicts who cannot attend N.A. meotings. Tho less expensive our Basic
Text is, the more lives it will save. This is our primary purposelil

In Loving Servien.



provides for 34 sush parscnal opinion votes = 34 votes repreaonting
no group consclenoe. WSB, W90, WSC Sub-Commitloocs (Bervios Boards
and Service Commiitees croated to accomplish & specific task).

Js it any wordar vr& 1t's not werking 777 Mo suum Lo have given Cod
a 50% say-so, Whatovar happencd to “unvonditional” 1U0% faith?
3inplicity and clarity is ofien elusive in our human strife,

If the answer is not yet clear, then perhaps wa ghould con'.:n:m
r=aying only for tho knowledge of His smendable will. (A weax
atteapt at humor,)

Score: God 34, ¥SC 3% = mare will be revealed,

An inportant vohicle. for the continucd growth by the fellowship in
spiritual principlos my be found in open end direct, uncensored
cormanications between the regions, Justi as one addict shares with
another, S0 too one group ehares freely with arother = ASC, so wo
cne area shares freely with another = RSC. Then why rot have one
region shars freely without the intimidation and censorship of super
gervants, vltimate leaders, and ‘rusted authorities?

Picase cubmit any communications frem you, your group, your arca, aad/or
your region that you would like to have stared unccnsored with others.
{¥lease omit all four-letter words except - work, love, and ;Tay.)

Send to:

F.0. Box 955
leasburg, VA 22075 o
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WHO'S TH CHARGE AKOWND HERE ?

At wddlct alone 1o in btad compuny and o 48 8 regilon in Florida.
de are swrrounded on three sides by water and the nforzmaticn we re-
celve iu select at times, The preaent “trusted sorvants® on cur
world level have not over-stapped their boundt; however, they have
twisted the gpiritual principlos that we have held dear in owr
rocovery. What does it mean to have our decisions made by a small
group of trusted servants? llave not the principles that K.A. was
founded on Served their purpose in our growing fellowship? %why have
our quarterly fellowship reporss stopped? MHave the jois at the W.S.C.
been open to all recovering addicts, or tased more on who you know?
Vhat hac happaned Lo our second wadition? Where has the spirit thas
created our 3asic Text gone?

We croate service boards and committers directly responsible to
these they sorvo. When they no longer recpond, they no lorger
function under the guldelines of owr ninth wradition,

There i3 an increasing movement among membars of tho fellowship
to actively purticipate in the writing of our literature. Yill that
participation bo avallable in the future , . . or will professional
Journalists replace tho experience, strength, amd hope of rrcovering
addjcts? What of our spirltual principles? W1ll the uvenue Le open
in the fulre for willirg addicts?



The increasing nuaber of recovering addicts cannot be disputed,
wut let us not forget that gqualiiy - not quantity - saves our asg.
That active participation in our sarly recovery gave us the spirit
1o carry the message of recovery through an infarned group consclence,
401 3 vote of confidenca. By glving of our time and resources through
travel, comaunication and convontiona, we heve loarncd;

The truth will seb us free. i
Intornal strife cripples our fellowship. yﬁ { /77
¥a keep what We have only with:vigilance,

de know wa'rs not in charge. 7

[ R R AR EE RIS A A
To: The Fellowekip
Froa: The Tri-Stats Regional SBorvice Committeo

While reviewing tho minuten from W&C'84 we found that thore ia two different
procodures for voting at the Vorld Sarvice Conference and that the Chairperson
could uase oithar procedure at his own wbim, Wo do not foel that thia is very
spiritual. &

At VEC'84 a two~thirda zejority vote woa nasded to ramove the Fourth Step
Juventory Quide from the market of NeA, literaturo, The vote was Yea - 5, No -
10, Abs. - 9. On Page b of WEG*BY minutas o motion wvas pacmed to accept tha pro-
posed atuanding rulea WSC vhich defines two-lhirds majority of all participating
voting members, The proposed standing rules state that in some cases membors that
abstain are counted as voting mawbers and in other cases they are not counted aa
'participating' voting mesbars and it is up to the Cluir to decide which proce-
dure to use. This hua provad to bLe very confusing to us. If the meubders who ab-
atafned were counted as voting members in the above issue the Fourth Step Inven-
tory Guide would still be for sale righl now.

The Tri-State Region faele that a two-thirds majority,should bs defined aa two-
thirds of all morbers eligibleto vote that are present at WSC. We do not fecl
that a true two-thirds majority was reachod to romove the Tourth Step Inventory
OQuide frow the market of W.A., litorature.

Regardless of vhat luis hapfened and what procedura was used we foel thet there
chould only be onr, set procedure used and that this lesue should be sent ocut to
the Fellowship to by votod on as tks firat item of businees at WSC'85. This would
rolieve much coniusion and resentment in the future.

Qur naxt concern dealu with the price of cur Basic Text. It ia our opinion
that tho price should be reducod to three dollars imnediately. Lf every region
and aree compliss with the WSc'BU request that cach ares hold a fundraiesr for
the benefit of WSC and with the growth of areas and regions the fund flow betwoeo
the wember and cur World Services should improve drasstically. WSC cannot operate
without funds and it is up to us to provide the funds for our mervices. ¥e should
wot be dependont on eales of our litc atura.

The Tri-State Region bus held a fundraisor for tbe benafit of WSC and has coe-
oitted itself to making a wonthly donation to WSC. We Teel that all the Regious
ubould do this.

With & decreass in the price of our Basic Toxt it wvill bocome wmoTe availablo to
addicts who cannot afford them and it will holp our Hospitals and Institutions
eubcozmiticos Lo supply them to eddicts who cannot attond NeA. meotings. The lecs
exponsive our Baaic Text is, the mors lives it will save. This is our primary
purpose!!! .

In loving Service,
TeS.R.S.C.H A,





