
to: All VaUng ParUc1p311't3 
113C (11;..a4) 

FROM: Valantev:" Region at llarcatics .M~:i:vo;aus 
P.O. J!ox 15031:4 
Nashvill•, Tor.:iossoo ;72rs-0;14 

?ollav m..,.b•rs; 

Xq 24, 1984 

Tl>• Voluntur Region, ...,,, a voting ...,gion 1n the llorld Sarvic• 
Cor.!or8l)C• 1984, sta.'\da in favor ot th• . I.P., An Approach to tho 
?ourth Step I:lventory. Vo also tael this I.P. should oont1:1ue to 
b• availabh to nmbel'S v1tb1n !IA, untU proper procedures Cll."l b• 
adhered to, L~d at such ~i:D.e as a ~rut group oonacie~ce o! the 
Pallovship ca."l be obta1nac, again. 

Ou~ group consci~nea is not ~a.sed on ~he rightnoss or ~he 
vro:1g:ioss of this !,P., it 1a basod e~tiroly on tho l.:lpropor re­
:oval by ·,so a."ld t!l• validity ot th• substibuto motion vb1c:i re­
movod it !roa circ:"Jlation. Our Region belioves in the faith, 
trunt, ond outnor1ty ot a tr111 Group Co:iacionce. J.t tho ?ellowabip 
teels a neod to review and roviso every provLously approved lit­
erature, so be it. llllt tor the llSO to remove this pamphlet we reel 
ls a d 1rect v1olat1on ot Group Consctenco. Tb• Volwitaor llagion 
also foals this proc•4•nt cannot be tolerated 1::1 a spiritual 
F•llowship, aucb as Narcot~ca Anonymous. Our recent lnquirf to 
WllO atatad tnat this p11mphlet is removed from circulation. \E.iclosod 
lotter from WSO). 

\lo broll8ht vith ua a group conachnoe at WSC (83) to approve 
this I.P., :O."ld it '""' .. pproved by a cu.jority or tb• regions present. 
'i• ~hink tho Pollovehip hl>S: apokon in rega.-d~ to this I.P. Altnough 
msr.y 1:1embers dislike this r,p_ the removlll o! 11: bes. raised m:my 
quoations in our rog1on. · 
I) Did the 1Dotion presont<>d by 'tho WSC Lit. Chair (pg. I4, prelim!.n· 
a:ry dr:U't. \ISC m1nutoe 8;-84) Ht B procoduro to be !olloved by the 
WSC 83-847 Th1a motion read: 
~: (WSC Lit, Chair) socon4ix!(R3R Mid-J\tlantio), "that all 
Utinturs submittod to thia conforence !or approval r99uir<o . a 2/3 
cu>jori ty von ot parttcipon ta.• AMliifDMEH'.l.'1 (RS!r ?lorida) seconded 
(WSC Policy Chair), "that it tako a 2/3 majority· vote at ·;sc to >11th· 
drav currant llA lit•raturo tram tha category ot appro"led llt&ratlll"t.' 
Motion vith amendm.ent carTiod. 

18. ve re.vieved this motion Mother 'luestion va.a. rnised: 1• it 
correct to a~ that an ""endmont la to be included into the l Dnguago 
ot the mnin motion? Vith the poaeoge of thJ.a adaended mo~1on, we 
eatabl1ahed prooedurea vhicb this conterenoe vould abide b1. lo>t 
having eatabliehod prooeduree by vhicb to both approve and vi thdrav 
any and all 11 terature bro1J8ht tp _the fi~9£.r .• !.~ move to . ~~:r other 
p(ffnt" ii,. quution. The substLtu• motion (pg. };, preli:?>inary dr :i:t -
'/SC cinutas 83-84) motioned by tb.,('llSC L!t. Cll .. irl. aoconded {'13:5 
Trustee), "that tho 4th Ste~ Guido bo evaluatod by the L1ternturo 
Reviov Colll!l11tteo and inpu~ sent to the Vorld Lit. CoGUlittee and a 
revised dre.ft should tben orocoed through the review nnd approvo.J. 
procose as outlined in the" procedural guidd1non !.or tht creation 
anc development ct ~ev l1toraturo. 'rb• 4th Step, Guide bo re:uoved 
:fro:u c-i~ulation \lllile the pi;ocaas 1e ocou_ri.ng:' 

YO'E Yaa. 25 No IO Abstont1ons 9' 

'i'ho 9Ubstitute motion carried -
2) Again VB question the v:iJ.idity Of this motion. We tael it 
failoQ, th• reason being that 7rocodure wo.a set on pg, I4 pertaining 
to the approval and V1thdravl or NIY l!A li't;ernture, eta.ting that 
a1 th·o,,. action (approve or w1 thdraw) reciuires a 2/3 majority of. votir.g 
~nrticipo.zits. In concluaion, t!le subat1~~t• motion recoving the ~tll 
3tep Guide f.ai!ad . In procedures already est:i!llished 1t Yould take 
a 273 m~jority of voti~g particip~~te to reoove it.and 25 votes ot 
ies does not constitute 273 majority. Ve believe removal from 
circul&.tlon o:f th1a I.P. by the ·;so """ both prem~ture A.~d v1 thnnt 
~~~ Af•~~•'-• - ~ ·~~~ 
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the 4th St•~ Guide I~ wso circulation. Our region o.190 vi•nes for 
the correctio3 o! the wsc Ricu~es to read that the subs~itat• ~otlon 
'pg. 33 pralimina.-y draft 'i3C :ll.nutea 83~~)fa1led, l:i.::Jing the 
~e~uired 2/3 mnjoritv o! voting pa:-tici?ants. 

'!'his I p has for mo.."y yo;;.ra been throu,;h the <!1>velopr>o~t 

~~~~:!:hf~~·n;~.1;;:~~~'"~r~~i~~-~~·~~r:;:i~~s~lc:-~t~r.~o~~idvtdo 
;ellowship dadicatod in tho purs~it or uroup Conscience. Our 
~oneeienee 19 cle31'", .uid v.e :col . tho conacie~ce of tho Pello~ship 
19 -lur 1i• pray thio com»WlicatiQll ''ill cleo.r up the confasi,pn 
bro~ght ~bout by t~e removal o! this I.JI., both in the correction 
of the wsc minutes· end the rea;>ect or an already olltai:JOd group 
conscionce of Our Pellovshi;>. · 

· we the Volunteer Region, are dedicate<l and continue to ·be 
in lovi~g serrica to a Fallo'"9n1p ve ove our very lives. 

RSR: Rick Woody 
9(JOOA Gr11Jland Dr. 
1Cno~111e, 'l'lf J792J 

RSR, ,Ut.1 

f lU'(nQM 

Holl1o Arnold 
J22I Elm Hill Pike 
Hll9hVillo, TN ,7214 

Volunteer Rog1on o! 
lhrcotics Anonymoue 

@ PIITSBURGH AREA SERVICE COMMITIEE 
OF 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS -.--P.O. BOX 802 • PllTSBURGH. PA 1 S23G-0802 

To t ho Fellovablp~ 

Tbo Pitt.abu.rt;b .lrea vO\lld like ':.o eltpreea their eoncero a'bO\lt tllo proc:eOu-ea u.oed Lo 
vithdrav Uie lttb Step Guide f'rOll Uur ca.rket ol oppro•ed lf. A.. li!arature. Ve !1olieve 
that it. ahoal.d Aatt t,een eeDt oat to ULe N'.A. 1allovllbip tor approval. ct" diup,roval 
beto.ro au.ch a dacisioo vu node. Tbo ltth Stop °"ide YOll approved by a group cocscicr~ca 
of tAo H.1. Fellovship at WSC 18) and we believe tllat it ahoul.4 be oold by wso u:i.til 
such the a.a a loving Ood a.a expressed in oa.r group c°'oacience diaapprove'1 it o:- np­
p.roY•d ot a saev ou. Ploaao conai~or the impl.icatiou of tbia dochioD AIMS '-be effect 
t.ha': it b.aB bad oo o'J.r rtcover1. 

Vb.Ult readina: t.bo minutea £r00t \ISC 18i. .. e found tbat thero ie tvo dif!enDt procedu.roo 
for vot.in.g at U10 World Service Conference DAd tbat t.b.e Cb.air could use cithrr proco .. 
dvre at bis own vh.ill. \lq do not. feel that thio i s •ers epirit\lal. 

Ai Va:J •Sit a tvo-t2ail"d11 mo.jorit: wa.e needed to ncovo tba lttb. St•p Guide !roo t:t.o IMLJ'• 

ket , Th. vott vaa Yea~ lfo 10 A~st.ant.1011a '9· OD page It or wsc•81t •iauteo a cotion ltA O 

paaoed 11 to acoept tho proposod· otandiag Nl.ea VSC "Which defiAea tvo-tbi.rdo =ajorit1 ot 
all participati.ng 'fotiQS membora.11 The proposed atand.ing rulou at.ate t~t in 803e ca.seo 
vhere a tvo-tbirde majority 1e aeeded a tvo-th:Uda ot all oom'bere eligible to vote ia 
ueded a::td in other i:o.aea membetra that' abalai1l are AOt cow.tecl u ~oting 111:embe-re o.:Dd it 
ia u.p to the Ch.air to decide vhicb p.roced:ure ~o use. Thia ha.a proved to 'be Y•ry con.Cue­
ing to \le. 

ID. the Pittsburgh Area vben. a vote aoede a two-tb.irda majorit1 it amat be a two-thirde 
majoritJ' or all GSRs p!"teent, even tboee that a'bataia. Wo t'e•l \bat this pr~odi:.ro should 
be adopl4d b7 tb.o WoJ"ld Sorvice Coo!oronce becauoo ve do not !eel that a ~"'• two-\b.1rdo 
majoritr wu roa.cbad to romovo t.be ltth S tep Guido froc tho marko"!. 

Regardl.oea ot Wat ban happvnod and vb.at procedure- YU u115ed w tool that. thero choulcl 
cml.7 be oaa Mt procechlre u.eed and that it ahould be sent cu. t to tho tollowGhip !o be 
voted GD u tbe fl.rat item ot bu&ineeo at. VSC 185. T!Jie VCNlcl relio•• web con!\taion and 
reaeo.tao.t in tho t\ltuN. 

Our laat ooncorn tloal.a villa the price o! o"r J.aaic Tex t. It lo O\lr opinioa tb.A.t tho 
· prico ehoul.d be redu.cod to 3 dollar• bmodiat.el1.- If eocb aroa complies vitb tho WS:t8lt 

req1.11a t that. oacb area b.old • lu.Adra;i.eer tor th& 'Maetit: or WSC then ehould \le s.i..rti­
obnt tunda (o operate each 1ov. Aleo~ vith the grovtla ot areas a.Ad r~giona tho rund 
nov betveoA the IDOIBl>oT' ucl OW" Vorld SenlcOS ahcRali• iJlprO'fe 4ramatiCall.7• 

With a d.eoreaao in tbe price of our Buie Text it vW. Meame 11oro a.Tail.able to a.d.dicta 
vtao caanot afford tbu azi;d it will help our HolS]>itala a.Dd Inatitutiou coat111t.teoe :o 
su.ppl7 tbo11 to e.ddlote do CeADot attend N.A., 11e1Jtina:B• 'rho leae expenaho our kale 
Text ia, tbo Mro lhu it vUl aa'Ye. Tbio is O\lr pri.ma.r:T purpoeol 11 

I n loviu .S.n'!c" . 



pravid.oa for 3lt auoh pe.raanal op1.n1on vo1.oa a J4 vo\.ea repraaonU.ng 
~group conaclon.oe. VSB, VSO, VSC 9ub-ColUl.1Lt..ooo (8erv1.oa Board.a 
and Service Com.mit.t.eea croa\.ed t.o w;co~plbh a epec1f1.c tAak). 

la H Ar\)' wcir.dr.r Vl"''1 1t1o nol Mot'klnt. ?'1? Wo ouum \.O hu..,u tclvun Cod 
Mo~ Bay .. r.o, \illn~ovar hcLpJ>Qnod \.o '\:nuondH1cna.l" 10°" fa1lh7 
Jln;ilicity &nd clarlty is otter. elue1vu 1n Ol..:I' hu.11o'.ln ut.rifo, 

:f' Ule answer 1s not. Jtt'l. cloar, then perhaps wo o?"iould con':.!nue 
p:-ayiJla only for tho knowledge or Ilia aOMmda)l• •ill. (~ weo.A 
a.tt.e=i-t at. hWQOI",) 

Cod )fl, VSC 34 c aaro w1ll be revoa.led, 

An in}>Clr'tant. voh1cle. tor U\e conU.nuesd growth by U:o f'c:llovoh1p 1!1 
sp!rUual Flnc1ples ...,. be founcl 1n OJlOll and dll"oct, llnCeMarod 
coc:ir.;,n1ca.t.1on8 'belveen \ha regtone. Just u one udd!.ct Gluren wUh 
a...-iother, so too one group &hares freely wi'U\ ar.othcr =A!'..::, t.e wo 
cr1e area sha::"u::J freely with a.r.other si RSC. 1bcn why r.ot have one 
region sha.ru rreely without. tho 1.nt.!m!da'lior. c.nd cunao:-Ghi~ of super 
ocrvantc, ult1N1ta loodcro, o.nd •.rustod. nuthor1t.1~e? 

P:..c:i..so o.ubri1t any ooMunicaUon~ !'l·c:ii )"ou, you: c;::-oup, yctz a:c:a, a.."td/o= 
your re&ion Ulat. you would 11.ku to l-..9.vc t.!\.'U'od .-n::cnoo::"ud 11ith other,. 
(1:1case ornil all rour .. leit.er "~:i u~ccpt ~ worJ.: 1 l:>Vr!, a.:id j%~y.) 

Send lo : 

r .o. nox 9SS 
JAn!.'burg, VA 22075 

* * * * * * * * * * 

fr~ 
•••••••• • ¢: ~r-

VHO'S 1 H CHA~;; AHOUID H~H;: ? 

An :.u!d~<:~ n:onn 1o ln t:.c.d C.:O~Jfl.:.TI)' a.nd so 1s a ::"~6!.0:1. !n r:ortda. 

"'c. i'.Lr4! !01.:rour.d<~d c:in thrc:v t11.do:i ~)' water flnd the in!'or:::.a.~icn wu r~ .. 

~olvc 11; r.oloc:. "'t t!.ccn, The prc:lttnl .. t.:-uat.ed aorv:int:s'' on cur 

\Oorld levr:l h."'1.Ytt not. ovor .. utnppN :.heir bol;.ndc; howovu, t.?°1•:Y huvu 

t.111l~Lcd o:.h11 cpir1t.ual prlno1plon U'l<ll we Mvc held dear in o\D' 

rr1covc::-y. \tho.t doos it 1110nn to ha.vu our dcr.lGion& :r.n.dc by :i OD.lll 

uoup of lr~t.ud GOl'Vants? llllVC not t.t:e p:-1.nciplea Lr.at fi,A. WD.!5 

founded on sc-rvod their JIUl'po:::se in our t.r"'"inC followfih.1p1 \ihy !\ave 

our q-..:.::ir!erly fullovGhlp reports G\.oppcdi' !L'\vc 4..ho jo'!:I a.t thu \1.S.::;, 

bce?1 open t.o a.11 rocoverint,; a.ddiclr. , or 11\uncl :nore on who you know? 

\lh:i.t ha.o ho.ppancd Lo Ot;l' &ci:ond U"'adition? 'i'huru ha.G th~ t1p1r1l Lha;. 

ere..~ t..cd our !Janie Toxt 4onc? 

We crni.1.let sorvico boards n.nd COIM.1tt<=ea dil'cct.ly respon61bltt lo 

t:,o~~c t.hr.y florvo, When U1oy no lone.or re(;ponil, \.~e)' no lor.r,er 

function under the ;l.lidolines of oi.:r nlnt..h trad1Uon, 

Thero !s an 1ncrea.cdng Aoverr.ent. n.mong rnornbnro of thl'..I i'ollowohi}J 

to :u:t1voly purUc1pcite ln th& wr1t.1na cf o~r litr.relurv. IHll thl.~ 

p11r?.lci?J.t1~n bo available 1n tho !\i.tura , •• or will :;rofefJ3~omtJ. 

jo~nalista ~eplac:o tho oxpc:rinnce 1 ct:rcn!~h, a1C. hopo of roce;~oring 

addlct.s? What ot' our spiritual principh&? Will Ulu avenuo \le open 

in ':.he f;;.-:.uru for willing addicts'? 



The 1.ntZ'&a.ol.r.g nUlGbor of' reeovor!Jlg a.ddiot.s cannot 'be d1aput.ed, 

trJ\ bl us not forgel that. q,uallt.J - not ~uant11.J - no.voe our aa.11. 

:ha1. act.J.ve pe.rt.1c1pa.t1on u. our oar!y recovery gave uo the spirit 

to cai-r)' tho :osr...ago of i:acovocy through an \nfarned group con&c 1.eC\ca 1 

.,0\ a 11ote o.r contidencQ. lloy glvlng of our t.bo ta.nd reaoaco~ Ulrough 

Lravel 1 co=:11.un1co.l1or. and convonUonu·, we havo loarnod1 

':'llo u-uU1 Mill so':. us f'ree. 

tntornal otr1te crlpplea our followsh1p. 

Vo kee.P what ve have only wHh•YJ.&11.o.neo . 

\:le knoM wa 're nol. ln charge. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * "* * * * * * * * * * * 
To : th• 7ellowe.t:.ip 

Froca: Tho Tri-Slat.a B.ogioa.al Sarvlco Ccmmittoo 

\lbilo rodowin; tho minutoo Crom vsc•84 WO :round tb&t tb•r• J.a tYO di!for-ant 
procedures !or voting at tho llorld Sarvico Con!ertnce and lb.at tho CklairporeoQ 
coulct uoo oiLber procoduro at hh ow 1.1biri. \I~ do not feel that thia is vory 
.rpiritua.1. -

At vsc•84 a. t..,,o .. tb1rde a.ajority vote wo.e iwieded to romoovo th• 7ourth Step 
l11.vento17 O.iide t:ro111 tho car\tol ol N.A. li torat.uro .. The Yoh wu Ye.a .. :;, Ho -
101 .lba. - 9. On 11age a. o:r Vf'.C'8&. minutee et moUoa 'tl&a paaaod to accopt lb• pra­
poaed atwulin.g Nlea WX vhic;h deUno11 t.vo-Ulirda majorit)' ot all pa.rtlcipat.iag 
voting 111e111boro, The ptoriouod standing rul.0111 et.eto tb.At la e°"' cuoc:s membore lbac. 
pba1.aia aro countod a.a votiag aembertt and in ot.bor caaea they are not Co'lnted a.a 
1 porlicipat.ing 1 voting momberft 111\d it h up lo tho Choir \o dccido which i:roce .. 
dure to u.so. ':'hio hM..o pro•od lo be "tOl":t i:aa.tuoing to ua. If the =omborB vbo ~b­
ola.bed '1111rc counted NJ voting" oom.ber o in the above iaaue tllo Fourt.h Stop Iavoa­
tory Guide W"ould still be for oalo rigM now. 

Tho Tri- StlLLo Rogion foel.e that o. lwo-lhird.a mo.joril.y 1 allou.ld ho dqtined ae two .. 
tbirda o f all mo~boris oligibloto vote that a.re pres ent at VSC. We da not. teal 
that a tnte tva-tb.irde llUljorU)' wu roacbod to romove lh4 Tourtb. St.op ln?erttoey 
Q.iide from tho mo.rkot c! \J..A. l.itora.tu.ra. 

llegudlaes ol vhat .ha.;a !laJ)j.'on.ed aJ).d what procedura wa.a tiaod we tocl that there 
Ghould only bo ODI!. s9t procedure \IGed and tb.at tbis iswe should be ac1Gt OQ.t lo 
lhe fellovahi;t 'to bu voted oa. U tt:e ti.rat 1toa o! 'cru.ai.DeCIB o.t WSC•85., this wo\Sl.d 
rolievo mucb corn.'\laiOA 4Ad ro&enbaent in tbe tutu.ro,. 

Our 111u:t coucera dao.l.o vitlt. tbo ;rico ot O\U" Ba.8ic Tut. It ia our opinion 
th.et t)ll) prieo ~oul.-:l bo redu.c;.od to three doll.Ara illllnodio.tely • .tr iever)" region 
IUld o.roa complhs vi.th tho \1Sc'84 :-oqueot th.o.t oa.cb. aroa bold a tu.ndraiaer !.or 
the ba11e! il or WSC and .,,ith the ri-ovtb o! area.a end regions tho tum\ no"' betvocn 
thct mombor and our World Serviceo should improve driut0tically. 'tJSC can.not oper.a.tci 
vitllout !undo a.Ad it is up to us to provide tho f\mda !or ou.r aorvicco. \le uhoul.d 
uot be dopendo.nt on sale s ot our litc: .~aturo. 

Tho Tr!.-Slato Region bas belA A f\1.ndrai&Or for tbe benefit of WOO a.DC bait. cm ­
mitt.ed it.oolf' to making a mouthly doQation to wsc .. We feel tha t all the Regiona 
dbou.ld do this. 

With • cleeru..eo in the prictt of our Ba.oic Text it. vUJ. bocorne more o.vail.abla to 
addiclo who ca.r.Aot afford tboco a.Dd it vill help our Hoapltolo and IMtil.itl.orw 
wbcoZD11tt.ooG le) au;>plt them to addic ts who cannot a.ttoud. li.A. mooti04a. 'the leGs 
exponai vo our &.eic TQxt io1 the i;oro livou it vill. aavv. T'bie iu our primary 
purpoae? ! ! 

In Loving Se nice 1 

T.S.R.S-C.N.A .. 




