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Introduction

At the 1993 World Service Conference, the Australia Region made a motion to remove
gender specificity from the wording of the steps and traditions (Motion #39). This
motion, along with recommendations from a work group, began to be discussed
throughout the fellowship. Based on the recommendations from a work group at the 1994
conference, the fellowship was further asked (Motion 88) to explore whether the wording
of the steps and traditions reflected the spiritual principles of our program and if the
proposed changes of Motion 39 adequately addressed members' concerns.

For the past three years, then, we have all been encouraged to discuss whether to make
specific changes to the wording of our steps and traditions. Unfortunately, the discussion
on this issue has become defocused and unclear over this three-year period. Discussing
the gender specificity issue in a broader context has offered the opportunity for a healthy
exchange of viewpoints. We believe, however, that we have all become somewhat
confused about what the precise question we are being asked is, and how it can be
answered.

Primarily because of this lack of clarity, Motion 47 was passed during the 1995 World
Service Conference. The motion states:

In order to clarify exactly what the fellowship is being asked to decide and to
define how a decision would be reached, we propose the following: To set aside
all previous conference actions of WSC 1993 Motion 39 and the
recommendations from the work group from WSC '93 and WSC '94 Motion §8.
This would allow the WSB to develop a paper on the issues and present it to the
fellowship by August 1995. Further, the WSB will provide a recommendation to
the fellowship in the 1996 CAR on how to resolve these issues.

This paper addresses the first part of Motion 47. Its intent is to clarify what the groups
need to decide and to provide a framework with which to focus discussion on the issues
related to the language used in the wording of our steps and traditions.
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The Language Issue and AA

We adapted the steps and traditions from AA and gained permission from them to do this.
Many fellowships have made changes to AA's steps and traditions. Some of these changes
have been radical alterations in wording or have even eliminated some of the steps and
traditions entirely. It would be inconsistent, then, if AA did not grant our fellowship
similar flexibility in altering the original language.

AA has begun asking recovery fellowships who request permission to adapt the steps and
traditions to print the original language (AA's versions) as well as the adapted language.
Regardless of whether we change the wording of NA's steps and traditions we may be
asked to abide by this request.

The Language Issue and the Basic Text Moratorium

The moratorium on the Basic Text was established during the 1993 World Service
Conference, which means that it will expire in 1998. If this conference chooses to discuss
the issues represented in Motion 88/39 for another year, we would not be voting on a
change until the 1997 World Service Conference. If we were to make a decision to
change the wording of our steps and traditions in 1997, we would have a year to decide
how to implement the change into the Basic Text.

There is already one mechanism in place to effect changes in the Basic Text. During the
two moratorium periods, the World Service Conference Literature Committee has been
compiling recommended changes to the Basic Text from the fellowship. This change,
then, could be one of several following the moratorium, although the conference would
have the authority to initiate the change earlier if it so chose.

The nature of the change in language represented by Motion 88/39 warrants thorough
discussion prior to the end of the moratorium period. Whereas most revisions to our
literature may be accomplished through a normal review and input process, this proposed
change is more substantial. The WSCLC, the WSB, and the conference itself have
approached this issue many times over the years. It is clear that it cannot be resolved
without thorough, extensive discussion throughout the fellowship. Therefore, it is
appropriate that we are discussing this change now rather than waiting until the end of the
moratorium period.
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