
Why is it we a r e so incapable o f maki ng a .servic e bo ar d o r commi t t e e h old 
to their o blig a tion o f di r ect resp o n s ibility? Co uld it be an exte nsL ;n o f 
ou r c onvoluted notio n that we a re d o ing an addic t a f a vor by f o rgi ving them 
when they steal money from the Group, Area, Regio n, or Convention? (They 
said they were Sorry) Or is it root e d in the need to be liked? 

T ah1ays felt different fr om t::veryone e l s e when 1 was using s o I .s uppose 
it shouldn't b e a big surprise to me in my r ecovery. I'm not of th e opin ion 
that we s hould simply let an addi ct e sca pe the ramific ation s of being a 
d e t e ct e d th i e f, no r wi ll I n o t s a y s o me t hi n g o u t o f th e f e a r o f b e in g 
di s lik e d. 

My Basic Text tells me that "The sooner we face ou r problems in everyday 
li v ing then it' s th a t much quicker we be co me accep t able, respon s ible, and 
pr o ductiv e member of that s o ciety". It' s t i me t o f ace a big problem , w:l t.h our 
eyes wide open, no t with our blinder s o f f e ar on. Th a t problem i;; DIRECT 
RESPONSIBILITY or l a ck of i t by many o f o u r Bo ard s a n d Co mmitte es a t th e 
World lev e l. Maybe i t' s ju s t a mix -- u p on ho w th e 9 th T r a dition is 
in terpret ed. My inte r p re t a tio n i.s that eve r y NA Gr oup ha s but on e p r im ar y 
pu r po s e to carry the mes .sa g e t o the addict who still suffers and an y Board 
or Committee we create should be helping us to carry out that purpose. The 
interpr e tatio n I s ee being f o llo wed by the WSO BOD, BOT, and the wee BOD i ;; 

di re c t r e s p o n s ibility t o self glorific ation a nd pres ervation of th e ms e l v es 
and their s elf anointed purp ose . 

L e t me gi v e y o u a f e w exa mples of wh a t I me a n. Art ASC in my Region wrote to 
the WSO BOD in 1995 to :inquice how the WS O could c ontin ue to provide a 
Hazelton with a 40% disc o unt o n lit e rature a nd not be i n vio1a ti on o f ou r 
6th Traditio n. It was s een as Leing in vi o l a tion o f th e 6t h Tradi t ion 
b eca u se i n e ss e nce we ar e l endin g t h e m o u r na me and endor sin g t hem, b y 
a1lowh 1g t h e m to p ut our lit e r atu r e in their ca t a l ogs , an d fina n dng th e m by 
l e tting t h e m ma k e 40% p ro fit o n th e .sal e o f ou r lib~ rat.u r e . I think we c a n 
ea s ily r eco gnize Ha zelt o n a s being a n o ub:; id e en t e rprise , r i ght. We ll th e 
WSO BOD has still n o t re s p o nded to that inquiry verbally or in writing yet a 
BOD member did v erify they r e ceived the l e tter. Also the WSO BOD take s it 
u p o n t h e msel ves t o a pp ro ve lit erat u re a nd me r c ha f1di.se with o ut th e 
f e ll o ws hi p s a ppr o v a l (E g . e ommemo:c·ative Edi tion Basi c T e x t, Slul:> Mu g, NA 
Calen d ac) a nd i gn ores the Gro up Con.scienc e deci sion on ma ki n g j e welr y 
a v a il able t hr o ugh th e Off ic e . It seem s tha t t h e WSO BOD i s ex tr e me l y 
re lu c t:ant. o f havin g an o u tsid e Audit done o f th e WS O Bo oks t o o . Are t h e y 
afraid of something'? 

Th e BOT' .s prim ary a i m a s a b oar d is "t o ens ur e th e maint enan c e o f the 
T we lv e Traditio n s ". This c o mmi tte e h as a b u dge t that i.s v e r y mu c h l arg e r 
then mo s t WS C Sub - Com m.' s , if no t a ll, y et th eir prima ry aim i.s t o ma i n t ain 
t h e T r adi tion s . 

Th e BOT de vise d a s u b co mmitt ee .s ys t e m f o r t h e ms e lv e s whic h i n c lu des 
Int e r n ;;i l Aff a ir s (FBI), External Aff a irs (CIA), Polic y and Str u ctun: (KAO S) , 
T ra:inillg an d Edu ca tior1 (SOP) and Literatu r e Review (Cen sor .ship). Ho w ma ny 
o f y o u e ven k n ow a b o ut t h ese BOT Sub - Comm.' s ? This mu s t be wh e re th e y 
s p e nd a ll th a t mo n ey be c au se to " e n s u re th e maint enan ce of th e Tra dition s " 
s h o uldn't t a k e Te ns of Th o u sand s of d oll a r s pe r y e ar. If y ou wri t e t o th e 
BOT an d ask t h e m wh a t y ou s hould d o a b o ut a p ossible tra di t io n v iol ati on 
y o u will get so me t yp e of a n s wer lik e " you .s h o uld p r a y to you r Hig h er Pow ei.' 
abo u t it" or " we fe e l t h at t hi s i .s a pro blem yo u r Area o r Re gio n ca n resolv e 
wit h o ut o ur h e lp" in ot h er word s t h e y d o n' t hav e the guts t o make a st an d . 
An d rig ht n o w we need some p e opl e wit h g u t s to "E ru-, u re th e Ma in t e n a nc e o f 
o u r Tradit io n s " . Wh at are th e y afr a i d o f ? T h e WC C will luok y o u in t h e f ace 



and tell you they don't have to tell you anything about their finances 
because they are not responsible to anyone but them.selves (Separate 
Corporation). They made a motion a few years ago to only have a World 
Convention every 2 years. This is crazy. We could be paying for the annual 
WSC with proHt.s from the World Convention, yet the money generated from 
each years convention goes nowhere. The WCC has decided they are goif1g tu 
loDe money every other convention and ::.o they need iJ big stash to wa.ste 
between profitable World Conventions. These people are not afraid of 
anyone I'd say their only feai:: is in being exposed. 

My eyes are wide open and I think it's time we stood up and said "The 
Emperor is wearing no pants". Let's make our service boards and committees 
realize the fact that they are responsible to u.s to help us carry the 
mes.sage to the addict who still suffers. I'd invite any kind of response fH1m 
any of the Boards I've mentioned about how they are interpreting the Ninth 
Tradition and our primary purpose, or about how they see thing.s. 




